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How You Can Join ‘Our Energy’ Campaign
By  Steven Johnson

I n the end, it’s the pocketbooks of
consumer-members across the

country that will be most affected by
state and federal action on climate
change.

So it only makes sense to arm
those members with the informa-
tion they need to press elected offi-
cials and politicians about their
plans for America’s energy future.

That’s the idea behind “Our
Energy, Our Future,” the new cam-
paign unveiled at the NRECA 66th
Annual Meeting.

NRECA CEO Glenn English said
the campaign, which will run for
about 10 months, encourages a
“conversation” between members
and their elected representatives
about balancing affordable, reliable
power with new laws and regulations
on climate change.

NRECA will give directors, CEOs

and staff members all the tools and
information they need to engage
their members, he said. 

A Web site, www.ourenergy.coop, is
available to help get the ball rolling.

Visitors to the site can click on
“Contact Elected Officials” in the
left-hand navigation bar to go to a
sample missive to their U.S. sena-
tors or members of the House of
Representatives. The names of the
elected officials don’t have to be

entered; the system will direct e-
mails and letters to the appropriate
officeholders.

The site also contains a short
video and three questions about
energy that should be raised at
every opportunity with elected offi-
cials (see graphic below). 

They relate to the availability of
electricity, federal support for emis-
sions-free power plant technology
and the affordability of power in a
carbon-constrained era. 

Materials are available on Cooper-
ative.com under the “Our Energy”
tab on the left-hand side of the
page. 

These include wallet cards with
the key questions, brochures and
print ads, “It’s Time to Come
Together and Change Our Future”
that statewide publications can use
or co-ops can place locally. In the
works are radio spots and bill
stuffers. 

Completing postcards will generate e-mails
to Congress, under a new NRECA program.
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